
SPECIAL COUNCIL MINUTES 

of the meeting held on Monday 17th October 2016 at 6.41pm.

THE MAYOR COUNCILLOR WAYNE TRAKAS-LAWLOR PRESIDING

Councillors: Ali, Audsley, Avis, Bashford, Bee, Bennett, Bird, Bonner, Brew, Butler,
Buttinger,  Canning,  Chatterjee,  Chowdhury,  Clancy,  Clouder,  Collins,  Creatura,
Cummings, Fisher, Fitzsimons, Flemming, Gatland, Godfrey, Hale, Hall, Hay-Justice,
Henson,  Hopley,  Jewitt,  Kabir,  B.  Khan,  S.  Khan,  King,  Kyeremeh,  Letts,  Lewis,
Mann, Mansell, D. Mead, M. Mead, Neal, Newman, Pelling, H. Pollard, T. Pollard,
Prince, Quadir, Rendle, Ryan, Scott, Selva, Shahul-Hameed, Speakman, Stranack,
Thomas,  Trakas-Lawlor,  Watson,  Wentworth,  Winborn,  Wood,  Woodley,  Wright,
Young.

1. GRANTING OF THE FREEDOM OF THE BOROUGH

Following the decision by Ordinary Council to award the Freedom of the 
Borough to Colonel Ian McRobbie and Canon Colin Boswell, the Special 
Council was convened by the Mayor. 

The Mayor called Colonel McRobbie to the dais to be presented with a citation
and the Honorary Freedom badge.  The Mayor then invited Colonel McRobbie
to make an acceptance speech.

Colonel McRobbie stated how much of an honour it was to receive the award, 
particularly when the roll of previous awardees was considered. It had been 
50 years since a role at the General Post Office had brought Colonel 
McRobbie to Croydon, and he had never expected such a long association 
with Croydon to have continued thereafter. Since being appointed 
Representative Deputy Lieutenant, Colonel McRobbie had worked alongside 
20 Mayors of Croydon – the dedication of these individuals was recognised, 
with an average of 600 meetings per year.

Colonel McRobbie stated he had the great honour to be the Queen’s 
representative in the borough, and high profile elements of that role included 
organising royal visits to Croydon. Recent visits included members of the 
royal family visiting community groups and Croydon College – a college in 
which students had given thousands of hours of volunteering every year. 

Colonel McRobbie highlighted that his main responsibilities were enhancing 
Croydon’s military links and Croydon had been the first London borough to 
adopt a military covenant.  

Colonel McRobbie acknowledged the support he had received from Sandy, 
his wife of 51 years, and welcomed his brother who was in attendance and 



had travelled from Canada to be present. All Colonel McRobbie’s family were 
thanked, particularly his late brother Dale. The Mayor of Croydon was also 
thanked for bestowing the honour. 

 

The Mayor called Canon Boswell to the Dais to be presented with a Citation 
and the Honorary Freedom badge.  The Mayor then invited Canon Boswell to 
make an acceptance speech.

Canon Boswell stated that he was deeply honoured to be made a freeman of 
the borough. Canon Boswell now lived in Honor Oak Park and had taken on a
new church there and had since doubled attendance. Canon Boswell stated 
that he still felt a strong connection with Croydon; he had married, baptised, 
and held funerals for many wonderful people in the borough. It had been a 
great privilege to share in both the great joy and sadness. 

Canon Boswell had a connection with Croydon for over 21 years in many 
roles that had included being a school governor and school chaplain. It had 
been an enormous surprise to be nominated for the freedom of the borough, 
and Canon Boswell stated his delight in being honoured. The Mayor and the 
leaders of both parties were thanked and the friends in attendance were also 
acknowledged. Canon Boswell concluded by stating his love for the Minster 
which he missed and had been sad to leave.

The meeting ended at 19.02

The meeting webcast can be viewed here: http://www.croydon.public-
i.tv/core/portal/home
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